Passengers who board the Crown Odyssey cruise ship are ditching deck
quoits for Debussy, as Classic FM presenter Mark Griffiths discovered

t's a wrick that would make Houding proud: check
into lourstar luxury accommodation, unpack
vour things just once, and langudsh in comfot

!\'lli-!‘\' v
cultural destinations. Mo hire cars and no
ﬂirporlﬁ. Such is the Jllagir‘. al a eruise huliday,
Fronm the moment we boarded the Crown Odyraeyu
Barcelona, we were spoilt for choice, planning our week
Lo iljlll‘.m:'}' of shore excursions, musicals, recitals
and flms. Our journey would take us o Nice, the Iulian
harbours of Civitivecchia and Sorrento, Maloa's Vallera,
and the Greek island of Santorini, finally docking in
Piraens, the port lor Athens. And with 470 staff looking
after 1026 passengers, we wouldn't have 1o lifca finger.
We weren't planning o watch the ship's entertainers
play puedts, In Fact, we were looking forward o hearing
them play Brahms. A cruise Is not just an effortless way
Loy visit some of the finest cites in Europe, it's also a
chanee tosoak up some of the best classical music.
The Crmer Odyssey's Top of the Crown lounge and
Monte Carlo Court soee ideal venues for listening to

iting some of the Mediterranean's rielest

Dehussy and Chopin. Pianist Suey MacAdams plays
classical as well as jazzy pieces by Gershwin, Teving Berlin,
Roclgers and Hammerstein and Cole Porter. He's used 1o
pleasing the erowds, Two yo ago, | did a soirée in the
Green Room at the Calé Royal,” he proudly 1old me. 'T
was spotted and immediately signed up o play heee,!

The: Croten Oilyssey is home 1o musicians [rom all walks
of life. Chuistian Bisuiceanu formed the Concerto Strings
Trio five years ago, while at University in Romania. They
work on the Crowm Odyssey for Tive months ata time,
playing classical music, jazz and dance. *“We prefer 1o play
classical wsic and are e iponsive 1o what passengors

qarit to hear,” said Bistriceann. "We geta lot of requests

for popular melodies and music by Suauss that people
il dﬂEIR‘E‘ Lk, hLIl l‘\!f_'{l"lf EJ]JL‘I'L 48] 1'\-'!,']'}1 hiﬂg..

We snon discovered how easy it iy to relax to music on
the Crauwm Cdyssey; even the dancing is done [or you,
with gentlemen hosts spinning ladies round the dance
floor inwo the wee sall howrs, The ship’s four hosts are
required o attend all dance classes during the day and
all dance sessions in the evening. They have been
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anditloned for their conversational skills, as well as their
ability to danee. “We think af the gentleman as the frame
anel the fady as the pictire,” one host wld me,

Our ninerary included some of the treasures of the
ancient world, 1 opted for the Grandeur of Rome day
tour, whieh included coach transportation from the pon
af Civitavecchia on Ialy's west coast, iwo tour guides,
Tunch ar an Obd Town taverna and visits o the Coliseam,
Roman Forum and the Trevd Founain, Our guide wold s
to fill whatever containers we had with Trevi Fountain
water, saving it would keep us young and virile, T ook
her advice, but sadly left my botde behind in the averna.

After linch we were taken 1o St Perer’s Basilica in the
world's smallest state = Vatican City, We artived amicd
tight sceurity; thousands of noviee priests had descended
on the cathedral for a special Mass given by Pope John
Paud IT, Swiss guards vetted those who approached the
barrier, but our guitde heckoned us forward and, after
she had sweet-talked the guards, we entered the Basilica
for a glimpse of the Pope celebrating Mass.

Later, all ears were on the ship's Mikel Orchestra, one
of many ensembles onboard, “Variety is key, said cruise
director David Lawton. “We put on big productions, like
a rock and roll show and Asound Phe Wordd, which rakes
its theme from the ports of call on our itinerary.”

By the end of the cruise, wie were almost too relaxed
to move. We had dinecl on fine foods — the lemon cello
cake is not o be missed = and supped {ine wines, To
recdress the balmee, we weated ourselves o an invigorating

‘HOSTS SPIN LADIES
ROUND THE DANCE FLOOR
INTO THE SMALL HOURS’

pumice massage (just right for a cruise Ut tkes in Mount
Vesuvius and voleanic Santorini) in the Mandara Spa.
Whether vou dance the night away or just relax on deck,
there's something for everyone on a cruise, Who knows,
vou might discover a linle Water Missic along the way. 5
* Cyoson Odyssey cruises the Maditerranet and Greel Isles wntil
13 October 2002, and fron i Afril to 30 Octaber 2003,
departing from Barceloni, Nive, Venice, Civitazecchia (Rome) or
Pargeenis (Athens ) Sroen-night (I crvises stard from L85 frer
fevseity 12 wights from £1,675 prr persor. Prices inchitele veturs
sihwddadied fligiits with free connecttons from mein UK regienal
ainpiorts and, in 2oz, will alvo inclwde snboard gratuities, Share
xeeerstons cast from 858, Mandara Spo treatments fron 58g.



